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Tab.1 The list of research samples
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Tab. 2 The collection of case information
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Tab.4 The coding results
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Connotation and Evolution of Female Entrepreneurship since China’s
Reform and Opening-up: A Study on Grounded Theory
from An Institutional Perspective

PAN Yan-ping, WU Jie-wen, LIU Xiao-si, Huang Wen-ping

( College of Management, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen 518060, China )

Abstract: During more than four decades of China’s reform and opening-up, female entrepreneurs
have helped China’s high-quality economy and social development by giving full play to their
outstanding entrepreneurship. This paper attempts to explore the connotation and evolution of
female entrepreneurship since China’s reform and opening-up based on the grounded theory. It
has been summarized that the connotation of female entrepreneurship could be made of autonomy
orientation, growth orientation, symbiosis orientation and society orientation. It is also found
that female entrepreneurship has interacted with the institution in the changing policy, market
and social environment since China’s reform and opening-up. This paper challenges the
stereotypes of entrepreneurship as a male-dominated field, and provides a more comprehensive

picture of female entrepreneurship.

Keywords: reform and opening-up; female entrepreneur; entrepreneurship; institutional evolution
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