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Fig. 1 Analysis framework of this paper
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Tab.1 The descriptions of cases
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Tab. 2 The construction process of entrepreneurial willingness scripts
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Tab. 3 The construction process of entrepreneurial arrangement scripts
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The construction process of entrepreneurial ability scripts
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Tab.5 Two types of entrepreneurial activity
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Tab. 6 The influencing mechanism of dual-processing system on entrepreneurial cognitive scripts
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The Formation Mechanism of Entrepreneurial Cognition .
Study of the Dual-processing System and Its Selection

ZHOU Xiao-hu, CHEN Ying, WANG Shuai-bin
(School of Economics and Management, Nanjing University of Science and Technology, Nanjing 210094, China)

Abstract: Entrepreneurial cognition suggests that one of the important reasons why entrepreneurs
can succeed is that they have more rational entrepreneurial knowledge structure. Though previ-
ous studies pointed out that heuristic processing and analytic processing can affect entrepreneurial
cognition, how they affect entrepreneurial cognitive structure still remains unsolved. This paper
aims to solve the following question: how does entrepreneur’s heuristic processing and analytic
processing affect the entrepreneurial cognitive structure Through the case study of 4 companies
in high-tech industry, this paper summarizes the mechanism of the influence heuristic processing
and analytic processing have on entrepreneurial cognition. The results show that the two process-
ing systems play different roles in the construction of different entrepreneurial cognitive scripts
(entrepreneurial willingness scripts, entrepreneurial arrangement scripts and entrepreneurial abil-
ity scripts), and the dualprocessing systems help to build complete entrepreneurial cognitive
scripts. The study also finds that there are two paths in constructing complete entrepreneurial
cognitive scripts, which bring about two different entrepreneurial activities, opportunity-driven
entrepreneurship and experience-driven entrepreneurship. Finally, the theoretical contributions

and practical implications of the research finding are discussed.

Key words: entrepreneurial cognition; heuristic processing; analytic processing



