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Fig. 3 Networking behavior in the mode of causal logic predominance and effectuation logic participation
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Fig. 4 Networking behavior in the mode of effectuation and causal logics’ separation and

simultaneous application
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Fig. 5 Networking behavior in the model of synergy of effectuation logic and causal logic
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Research on the Dynamic Evolution of Organizational Networking
Behavior from the Perspective of Strategic Decision-making Logic:
A Critical Incident Path Analysis of Ito-Yokado (1997—2020)

XUE Min', YANG Hui-lan', SHI Xuan-ya’, Qian Qian’

(1. School of Management, China West Normal University, Nanchong 637002, China;
2.School of Economics and Management, Southwest University , Chongqing 400715, China;
3. School of Business, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610101, China )

Abstract: How enterprises respond to the dual-oriented networking behaviors of goals and means
in the process of organizational networking is an urgent issue that needs attention. Based on a
dynamic evolution perspective, this study adopts the critical incident path analysis method,
selects relevant events in the networking process of Ito-Yokado, and conducts research. The
results show that in the process of enterprise networking., the evolution of networking behaviors
follows a clear path: in the initial stage, means-oriented behaviors facilitate goal-oriented behaviors; in
the middle stage, it turns to goal-oriented behaviors supporting and consolidating means-oriented
behaviors; and finally develops into hybrid goal-means oriented behaviors. During the evolution
of networking behaviors, three strategic decision-making logic patterns have emerged: causal
logic predominance and effectuation logic participation, separation and simultaneous application
of effectuation and causal logics, and the synergy of effectuation logic and causal logic. The
research results not only enrich the theory of organizational networking behavior from the
perspective of strategic decision-making logic, but also expand the research on the relationship
patterns between causal logic and effect logic in combination with different contexts, thus

providing insights for enterprises to manage dynamic networks in the VUCA environment.

Keywords: strategic decision-making logic; organizational networking; networking behavior;

critical event path analysis
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